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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-28 were previously pending in this application with claims 14-28 having 
been withdrawn from consideration. Claims 13 and 14-28 are hereby cancelled without 
prejudice. 

5 The Office Action rejects claims 1-13. In the present paper, claims 1, 8 and 9 are 

being amended and claims 29-33 newly added. 

Applicants respectfully believe that each of pending claims 1-12 and 29-33 is in 
patentable form and therefore request re-examination, reconsideration and allowance of 
each of pending claims 1 -1 2 and allowance of new claims 29-33. 

10 Rejection of Claims 1-6 and 8 Under 35 U.S.C. 5102(b) 

In numbered paragraph 4 of the subject Office Action, claims 1-6 and 8 were 
. rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Patent No. 
2002009042 A to Kimura, hereinafter "Kimura". Applicants respectfully submit that 
these claim rejections are overcome for reasons set forth below. 

15 Independent claim 1 recites the feature of: hardware that is formed of a material 

that includes oxygen impregnated therein . 

Amended independent claim 8 recites the feature of; said focus ring formed of a 
focus ring material that includes oxygen therein . 

The Kimura reference, in sharp contrast, is limited to a focus ring that is "coated 
20 with an oxide." as appears in the abstract and also as recited in translated paragraph 
[0026], which teaches " coating of the Si0 2 film as oxide." The free oxygen is on, not in, 
Kimura's focus ring, via the coating. It is intuitive that Kimura's oxide coating will be 
consumed and eventually wear off. The focus ring having an oxide coating which will 
eventually wear off is quite distinguished from the focus ring being formed of a material 
25 that includes oxygen therein . As recited in the originally-filed specification and as also 
claimed in amended independent claim 1, the actual focus ring material itself is 
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impregnated with oxygen. See Paragraphs [0024] and [0025] of the originally-filed 
specification. The oxygen materia! is within and therefore throughout the focus ring 
material. Webster's II New College Dictionary, 1995, defines impregnate (disclosed in 
the originally-filed specification) as "to fill throughout or saturate" and M to permeate or 
5 imbue," (see attached). The feature of the oxygen being present throughout the focus 
ring material is inherently disclosed in the original specification, in view of the common 
definition of impregnate. It is because of this feature of the oxygen being impregnated 
within the focus ring material that the claimed invention provides the advantage of 
consistency and a longer focus ring lifetime, i.e., it does not need to be changed after 
10 the coating has worn off as in the Kimura reference. 

Therefore, independent claim 1 , dependent claims 2-6 and independent claim 8 
are each distinguished from Kimura and the rejection of claims 1-6 and 8 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b), should be withdrawn. 

»- Rejection of Claim 9 Under 35 U.S.C, 5102(b) 

15 In numbered paragraph 11 of the subject Office Action, previously independent 

claim 9 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Patent 
No. 2002016126 A to Nagaiwa et al.. hereinafter "Nagaiwa". Applicants respectfully 
submit that this claim rejection is overcome for reasons set forth below. 

Formerly independent claim 9 has now been amended to depend from amended 
20 independent claim 1 which is distinguished from the references of record for reasons set 
forth above. Nagaiwa does not correct for the stated deficiencies of Kimura. The 
rejection of claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is therefore obviated. 

III. Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103fc) 

In numbered paragraph 15 of the subject Office Action, claim 7 was rejected 
25 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura as applied to claims 1-6 
and 8 above in view of U.S. Patent No. 5.556,500 to Hasegawa et a/., hereinafter 
"Hasegawa". Further, in numbered paragraph 20 of the subject Office Action, claims 
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10-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Nagaiwa as 
applied to claim 9 above in view of Kimura. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
rejection of claims 7 and 10-13 under 35 U.S.C. §103 are obviated for reasons set forth 
below. 

5 Claim 7 depends from amended independent claim 1 which is distinguished from 

Kimura for reasons set forth above. Hasegawa has apparently been relied upon for 
providing a focus ring set but does not correct the above deficiencies of Kimura and 
claim 7 is therefore distinguished from the references of Kimura and Hasegawa, taken 
alone or in combination. Claim 7 is therefore in allowable form. 

10 Claims 10-13 each depend, directly or indirectly, from amended claim 9 which 

now depends from claim 1 and is distinguished from the Kimura reference and in 
allowable form. The reference of Nagaiwa has apparently been relied upon for 
providing a focus ring capable of being maintained at a temperature no greater than a 
temperature of the substrate and does not correct for the above-described deficiencies 

15 of Kimura. Claims 10-13 are therefore distinguished from the references of record, 
taken alone or in combination, and therefore the rejection of claims 10-13 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a), should be withdrawn. 

IV. Newly Added Claims 

Claim 29-33 have been added to point out further combinations of the 
20 distinguishing features of Applicant' s invention. Support for the features of claims 29-33 
is found in the originally-filed specification, together with the attached dictionary 
definition of "impregnated" as described above. 

Applicants respectfully believe that each of new claims 29-33 is distinguished 
from the references of record and in allowable form. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing, each of pending claims 1-12 and 29-33 is in allowable 
form and the application in condition for allowance, which action is respectfully and 
expeditiously requested. 

5 The Assistant Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge any fees 

or credit any excess payment that may be associated with this communication to 
Deposit Account 04-1679. 

10 

Dated: May 18, 2006 

15 



Respectfully submitted, 

[ / / / 

Mark J. Marcel, Reg. #!o. 36,593 
Attorney for Applicant 



OUANE MORRIS LLP 
20 101 West Broadway, Suite 900 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619)744-2200 
Facsimile: (619)744-2201 



Attachments: 

Webster's II New Collegiate Dictionary, 1995, Houghton Mifflin Company definition of 
impregnate 
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important matter. 4- Ofts. Meaning. ; import. 5. Ofrt. Importunity. 
im-por*tant [mvpoi'tfll) </<?/. (OFr. OUal. imponantc < Med. 
Lk. importrm.V. pi'.part. of rrnporiti/e, to mean <. 'Lat.. to import.! t. 
Having or characterized by great value, significance, or consequence. 
2. Having or suggesting an *iir of rjreat weight or moment : AWTiioru- 
TATtvt. X Obi. Importunate. — int-por'tqm-ty ur./v. 

★ syjT.S; IMPORTANT, MO, COKSLQUtNTIAL, MlSTUHIC, MEANING" n., 
mum£NTOU$, significant. WF.iGHTy ad), cure HwtlfiitlQ ; having great 
significance *:an impoitant development in medicine.-* ants: insig- 
nificant, UNIMPORTANT 

im*por-tJi«tiori (Irn'pGr ta'slwn, -por) n. t. The act or business of 
ill) porting. 2. Something imported. 

VTn«por*tu-aatc (inn-por'chp-nhl adj. Sruhhomly or unreasonably 
persistent ii) pressing demands or requests. — im-por' to- notedly 
adv. — i.m«p4>r / r.u-ni»tc-ncHa n. 

im'por-fimc ('lm'pnranuii', -tytfUl', Invpor'chan} i'f. -tuned, 
-tun- inc., -tunes. [Med, Lai., import umui. to be LiouMesnmc < Lai. 
ImpnTtximiX. inconvenient: in-, not 4 poru/A harbor.] I. To press with 
insistent demands ur requests. 2. Oh.s. To ask lor insistently, 3. 0i«. 
To annoy, — udi. ImpormnaTe. ^hTi'por-tvme'ly adv. — im'- 
por*tun'er a. — uo'por»to 'ni-ty {-toVnl-to, -tyuu') u. 

im*posc UnVPOZ r ; v. -{rtMWl, -pott- tag, -pos«es. {OR Lat. mi- 
pasilut, p parr. or rmnorteTC, to place upt>n: in-, on I poncre. to place. | 

- yr. I. To enact nr apply as compulsory : uivy <wrpo<;e license 
fcrsv- 2. To apply or make prevail by or as if by authority <impnw 
strike arhirr.ition;> 3. To obtrude or force (e.g.. oneself) upon another 
or others. 'I. To arrange (punting type or plates) on so imposing stone. 
5. To pass off on others < imposed a deception on the people: - — W. 
To take on.fn.tr advantage of -::always impfixing on their kindncss- 

— im-pos'cr ri. 

im»pos-kis (lm-pn'«tnK) adj. Awesome : impnrsxive. 
imposing Atone rr. A stone or metal slab an which material for 
printing is arranged. 

im»po»si-tiom rfm'pa-^Iah' jii) n. 1. "llic act o( imposing. 2, Some- 
thins imposed, as a tajC, unhnr hurden, or iraud. :J. An unfair or bux 
densnme demand, as upon r>omrone's time or patience. 4. The 
arraJiKeinem of printed ma iter to form a sequence of paj;cs. 

•it sy.nn: imposition, intlk'tiun, tNTkusiON core meaning : an 
excessive, unwelcome bnrri™ <The unexpected dinner guests were an 
m2^0Sit/i>0.> 

im*pos»si*ble iTm-pta'a-bol) adl IMt < OPi. < Lai. impossibitis : 
id-, not + pitotibilhi. possible ! Incapable of existing ot taking place. 
2. Unlikely to happen or be accomplished. 3. Unacceptable. 4. Ex- 
tremely difficult to tolerate or deal with. — »rn«poft' si-biJM-ty 
( bd'l-tc) n. -*im-po**')Si-bly rJ»^'. 

iui'pOAt 1 (ini'potit'j n. |OFr. <. Med. Lac impottvm < Lat. itupo&ius. 
p.pait. of impouer'i. uj place upon, —see impose.] 1. Somcduug im- 
poved or levied, as a lax or duty. 2. The weight a horse must carry in 
a handicap rue*. 

im-post J finVpost'] n. [Tz. impost v < Ital. impusia < laU fern, 
p.parr. ol imponenl. to place upon, —sec IMPOSE..1 The topmost sec 
tion ol a column or pillar supporting an arch. 

tlll-poy*tor (Tin poVUi) n. jOFr. itnpOstvur < LLat. impositot < Lit. 
impusiluu. p.pai t. of impnneTc. to place upon, —sec IMPUSK.) One who 
is not what one claims to he, 

★ syna: impostor, charlatan. fAitt, frauK', phony, photp-ndkh, 
ouack n. core meaning : one who is not wliat one claims m he -:not 
a doctor, just ail impt>stt>r:> 

invpo{**tuTC (im'pfts'char) ji. [LLat. tmpomua < Lat. impost rns*. 
p.pat t. nr imptmvtu. to place upon, —see IMPOSE.) The acr or practice 
of deceiving by the assumption oi a lalse identity. 

im-po»tcnt (Im'p^-iant) adl |ME < OFr. < Lat. impotczis : in*, not 
: port:n.<, potent.] 3. Lielcinp, srrr.ngch ot vigor : weak.. 2. l*ov^erlcss : 
ineffectual. 3. a. Incapable of sexual intercourse b, Stenlc — Uaed of 
males, a. Ofw. Lacking self-jestrairu. — iin'po*tcncc (-tins}, iin f - 
po*tcn»cy (-ton-se) n. — im'po*tent-ly <ir7v. 

hit- pound {Im-pnynd'l vi. -pound-cd, -pound.inR, »pounds. 
1. To confine in or as if in a pound- 2- To seize and keep in legal cus- 
tody. .V To accumulate (water) in a reservoir. — im- pound f age, im- 
pound'ment n. — im-pound'ei* n. 

jLm«pc>v«er-is]i (im-pov'ar-lsh) rt. -ished, -iyh-ing, -tah»c«. 
iMK tmfhivCrifihew OFr. empovrit. cmpuviiss : e/i- (causative) + 
p»>vre. poor I^l pauper, j J. To make ixwir. 2. To deprive of natural 
richness or strength. — im-pov'cr«ish»ment ri. 

iTTi.pTac-ti-cn-olc lim priik'ti *ka-bal] adl I - Not capable of being 
done ox cairicd out. usri&c: ttuprttCttwhfc applies to that which is not 
eanahle of heme cairicd out or nut into practice. Impractical refers to 



upon : cukst. — im'prctca'tion f-ka'shan) n. — im'prc-ca't^ 
n. — im'prc-ea.to'ry i-l^vtAr'e, -tur'e) adj. 

itn- 

adv. 



prc*cis*c (im r pjf-sis f ) adj. Not precise, — ""'prc-ciR t ./| y 
_.. /, — im' precision (*s!zh r an) n. 

illl-p^^^g'nrt*blc , (Vm-preg'na-bol) adj. |Mt < OFr. : m . not («; La t 

in-) + pregnable, prepnahle.j I. Incapuhle of betDR taken or ento r r.ii h y 
force *..an imprcgtHibfo fnitiesa> 2. L/nahlc to be changed or criri C j- C( i 
as a euoviction. 

ijn'preg-nn»bte^ (Tm-prC,q r no-bal) adf. Capable of n *i"K imprest, 
cd, ay an cj^. 

iin-prcg*nAte um-preR'nat') vt. -nat-vd, -unt«mg, -natea, 
ILLatx ImprflRmtfn, impze^pat- : Lat. in -, in T pm&y.nanx. presnant.1 1 
To make pregnant : inskMinatl. 2. To fertilize (e.ft.. an ovum). iTo 
fill throughout o r saturate. 4. To permeate or imbUC. — adj Saturate 
or lilleii -im'prcK-nrt'tion n. - infpt«g f na'tor «. 

im-prc«$A (tm-pra r ^) (ItaL, undertaking, —see imppesaiuo.) An 
emblem or device with a motto. 

im.pre-na-ri*o (Jm'pri'Kiir'e-o', -sar'-) n.. pi. -o«, jltal. < fnip; e 
.^/7, undertaking *- irrtpresa. p.pnrt.ol imprender*!, to Undertake 
VLat. -sec t.Mi'Kist.j I. One who produces or sponsors cmenain. 
meiu, rsp. the director of an opera company. 2. A manager or picdura. 

im-prcas 1 (mi-preV) vi. -preyed, -pre»9*inj^ -press -i:*. \ Mf 
imprexsen < Lat. imprcsxns. p.part. of imprlme.rc : in-, in \- picm^c. 
\o prcfjs.} 1. To piivduee or apply with pressure. 2. To mark or stajh,» 
with or as if with pressure. 3. To produce a vivid perception n r im^, 
of. -1. To affect or influence deeply or strongly. 5, To transmit a fun* 
or motion to. — n. (iru'preV), t.Thr. act of impressing. 2. A niaiUi 
pattern made hy impressing. 3. A stamp or seal /or impressing. 

im-prcse* (iin pres') vr. -pressed, -press -tn^> -prcs»-cs. J. To 
compel (someone) to serve in a military force. 2. To confiscate (prop- 
er ty). —/i. Impressment. 

im-prc8»*i»blt (Tm^pred'a-hal) adj. Capable of being imprest. 
— im-pres«'Ubil f J-ty n. — im«prcs&'i-bly ^^/v. 

im«prc5«ftion (im-prc^h'an) n. 1. The act or process of impressinj;. 
2, "the elleet, mark, or imprint made on a surface by pressure. 3. An 
effect, feeling, or image retained as a result of experience, a. Aji in- 
distinct notion, recollection, or belief. 5. a. All the copies ol a publi- 
cation printed at one time from the same set of type. h. A single ropv 
oi this printing. 6. A humorous or satiric imitation of a famous per- 
sonality done esp. by a professional entertainer. 7. An inirial or 
coat ol color or paint. 8. A wax or plaster imprint of the tcrth and 
surrounding tissue, used in dentistry a« a mold in making denture? w 
inlays. 

iTt>-prc8-»i«o»ii»ble {Im-pr&sh'^na-hal) adj. h Capable of tceeiv* 
ing an impression : klastic. 2. Easily iulluenccd : nuwcstiiilf.. -im- 
prej«i r sion.a»bil f i-ty, ixO»prcs' sion-jl-blc-ncsa n. 

im»prcs«*Nioa-ism (fm-prftsh'^nTt'Dtn) n. I. nften Impression* 
t?»m. A theory or style of painting developed in France during thr 
IK'/O's, eharacteri^*-d chiefly by concentration on the general imprcv 
siori created hv a scene or object and by applying unmixed primly 
colors in .small strokes to simulate reflected light. 2. A literary srylc 
marked generally by the use Ol details and mental associarirwi to fflr 
spire aufectivc and sensory impressions rather than the rccreaiioo rt 
obje-ctive reality. 3. A musical style of the late 19th and cady?0it 
cent., using rich and dtvcts'died tones and harmonics to call forth 593 
gesuons of mood, place, and natural phenomena- 4. The practiw * 
habit ol expressing or developing one's subjective response to a wnl 
of art or actual experience. 

inl-pre.8-sioo*ist {Im-piOsh'o-DlSt) n. !. One, esp. an aHist|JTi 
composer, who practices or advocates the theories nf impiessiwisa 
2. An p.urcrtainer who does impressions. 

mi* pres. sioti-ls'tic (hu-prrsh'a-nfs'tfk) ad). 1* Of. relating ltj,<r 
made up of impressionism. 2. Of. relating to, involving, ot bascJ 
impression rather than reason Or fact. 3. Impressionable. 
prcs'»ioo-i9 f ti*cnl -ly adv. 

iijn*prcs*ftivc (ua-piSs'Tv) adj. Making a stiong iniptcssion :C«n- 
mandmg attention. — Jm.pres'mive-ly adv. — im-pres * ,tfC * 
ncss n. . 

im-prcBs-mcnt (Tm-pr^s'manr) n. 'Ihe act or policy of sciima P 
pic or property for public service or use. 

invprest 1 Om-presr'l n. f<: Ital. iwprc&o. lent, advanced < "JSP^' 
srere, to lend ; in-, toward {< Lai.) t prcxtarz. 10 lend < Lat- 
to give < pmestn. at hand.J An advance or loan of government W»b 
for service to the government. 

invprcHt* (lm-prcst'> v. Arciiaic. vox. p.r. vO p.p. of impbcss. 
im-pri-mn-tur {Jm'pra jna't^r, -ma'tar) n. |NLat., let it **V** 4 

nder a si;uaw*v< 
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